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Abstract:
This study explores a fundamental principle in the science of Usul al-Figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence), namely the
conflict between general (‘Aamm) and specific (Khass) textual evidences in Islamic law.
The paper begins by defining both concepts:
A general term is a word or expression that applies to all of its instances without limitation.
A specific term refers to one or more particular instances within that general category.
The research categorizes the types of specification, distinguishing between:
Connected specification, such as through exceptions mentioned within the same text, and
Disconnected specification, which is derived from an independent textual source separate from the general statement.
The study presents the position of the Hanafi school, which holds that general terms are definitive (qat‘i) in their indication,
along with their supporting evidence and counterarguments. In contrast, the majority of scholars (jumhiir) consider general
terms to be speculative (zanni), and their arguments are likewise examined.
The paper further discusses several jurisprudential examples to illustrate how these differing positions impact legal rulings.
For instance, the Hanafis, based on their view of the definitiveness of general terms, affirm that a conflict can occur between
general and specific texts and reject the specification of Qur’anic generalities by solitary hadiths (khabar al-ahad).
Conversely, the majority allow such specification, considering general terms as speculative.
Notable examples addressed include:
The permissibility of executing a Muslim for killing a dhimmi (non-Muslim under Muslim protection),
The threshold for zakat on agricultural produce,The permissibility of consuming meat from an animal slaughtered without
pronouncing the name of Allah.
The study concludes with several key findings:

.1Genuine contradiction does not exist within Islamic law; what appears as contradiction arises from differing interpretations
and the evidentiary weight of texts.

.2General expressions can be categorized into three types: those definitively intended to be general, those definitively
intended to be specific, and those that are absolutely general.

.3Specification of general texts is permissible using both connected and disconnected qualifiers.

‘4Divergences in handling textual conflict and interpreting general terms have led to significant variance in figh rulings.
Keywords: Usul al-Figh, Textual conflict, Preference (tarjih), Reconciliation (jam* wa-tawfiq), Abrogation (naskh).
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